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A Message from Ed Gratton, CES President
As Christmas approaches, our hearts and minds turn to the joyous
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. Beyond the festive
decorations, gifts, and gatherings, Christmas invites us to remember
the profound message of hope, love, and redemption that began in a
humble manger over two thousand years ago.

This sacred season invites us to reflect on the gift of God’s love, given
freely to all. The child in Bethlehem reminds us that God’s grace
comes in unexpected ways and places, offering His love, comfort and
peace even amid life’s challenges and in uncertain times. This is a
time to share that love with others---reaching out to those in need,
offering forgiveness, and embracing the spirit of generosity that
defines Christian living.

Let’s celebrate this Christmas not only with joyful songs and
traditions, but also with hearts open to God’s presence and to the
needs of our neighbors and our ministries, as well. May this season
renew our faith and inspire us to carry the light of Christ into the
world, today and always because we desperately need it.

Thank you for supporting the CES in 2025. Merry Christmas and
blessings to you and your loved ones!

Live Nativity Scene
In December we need to take the time to focus on the true meaning
of the Christmas season. Homeville Christian Church will have live
outdoor nativity scenes depicting the “Reason for the Season”. The
dates are Friday & Saturday evenings, December 12 & 13, 2025 at 6 —
8 PM in the church upper parking lot at 4702 Eliza Street, West Mifflin.
The church is located on the hill across from Kennywood Park.

For to us a child is born to us a son is given; and the government shall
be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6
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CES Projects:
The CES relies on your financial

contributions to fund various
projects in the Greater Pittsburgh
area. The CES provides monthly
financial help to The Hills, a
Christian Church meeting weekly
in South Park in the South Hills
area of Pittsburgh. This church is
the newest Christian church in the
Pittsburgh area. The CES also
provides monthly financial help to
the Hazelwood Christian Church,
the oldest Christian Church in
Pittsburgh.

Twice a year, in the Fall and Spring,
the CES sponsors a conference,
with guest speakers, special music,
and a time of fellowship with other
area Christians.

Your financial contributions to the
CES make this work possible to
reach people for the Lord. Please
send your donations to:

Christian Evangelistic Society

224 Cherrydell Drive

Pittsburgh, PA 15220

CES Board Meetings:
The CES Board meets as needed.

Members of area Christian
Churches are invited to attend.
These are planning meetings and
also getting church and supported
organizations updates. We invite
your ideas for future CES
conferences and events. Contact
Joan Kim, CES Secretary for
information on next CES Board
Meeting date. See contact info on
page 1 for details.

Update from Hazelwood Christian Church, Pittsburgh

Hello and Merry Christmas from Hazelwood! Here are a couple of
highlights from a busy summer and fall. During the summer, we
hosted the “Great American Hot Dog Giveaway” outreach events for
our community, which provided points of connection with people
who normally don’t attend church. It's something we plan to
continue next year.

Our Bible study groups continue to meet on alternating Wednesdays and
Mondays. Wednesday’s Bible study is open to anyone, while the study on
Monday is our small group study for women.

We live stream our Sunday service on Facebook and You Tube, which can be
found at Hazelwood Christian Church-Pittsburgh, every Sunday at 10:00 AM.
And we are so grateful for the continued support of the CES which helps us
spread the Gospel in the Hazelwood section of the city of Pittsburgh and
beyond as we point people to Jesus.

The last thing is that we have a vacancy on our staff for a Worship Leader.

If you know someone who might be interested, please direct them to Ed
Gratton, Minister — contact info is on the front page of this Messenger.

Camp Christian News

Saturday, Nov. 29, 2025 at 9:30 AM, Camp will host a Family
Christmas Party. This event is for the entire family and begins with
breakfast. The cost is $ 10.00 per person. Reservations can be made
thru the Camp office or by mail.

Camp Christmas Banguets will be Saturday, Dec. 6 with Julie Nevel,
and Saturday, December 13 with Amy Clarke. Dinner times are noon
or 5:30 PM for both dates. Reservations are required.....contact
office@camp-christian.org. Banquet cost is $20.00 per person.

Camp Festival of Trees is a fundraiser for Camp. This event was
successful last year so we want to do it again this year. You can
donate a decorated tree or decorate one of the camp trees....sponsor
a tree or bid on a tree decorations. Any church, business, family, small
group or individual can participate and sponsor a tree. Tree sponsors
are responsible for picking a theme, funding, providing items and
decorations to be auction. Please decorate your tree at Camp
Christian between Nov. 21 and Nov. 28. Awards given for most
beautiful tree, most creative, brightest, best in show. Contact Camp
website for additional details. All proceeds benefit Camp programs.
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The Hills, A Christian Ci h Upd by Tom Fodi. P
The Hills Church is growing. | didn’t want to bury the lead with some other opening. We are growing! Like many
churches around the country are reporting, The Hills has consistently seen new visitors at our worship services

throughout this fall season. Families and individuals of all stripes have been joining us and returning week after
week. It has been quite the encouragement to experience.

We are officially back to our indoor season of worship in South Park. We will be meeting at Silent Brook Barn until
May. As we prepared for the transition to the barn, someone from our leadership team commented with genuine
curiosity about whether or not we will have room in the barn this winter with how things have been going at the
moment. For the record we should be fine but what a good problem to have! The “barn” is a remodeled two story
yellow building located at the intersection of Corrigan Drive and 100 Acre Drive in South Park, across from the large
parking lot by the ice skating rink. We have heat, modern tables, padded chairs, a large meeting room, kitchen, and
indoor restrooms!

As always, we continue to give thanks to the supporters of the CES for remaining with us all these years. God is truly
using your contributions toward His work in our little neck of the woods. Feel free to join us anytime. Worship
services start around 10 AM! Come a little early and join us for our “continental breakfast” each week.

Note from Charlotte Fodi, age 12. “ | love to play guitar. When | learned how to play | wanted to play in the band at
church. After practicing at church for a few months, | became part of the band. Itis so fun to play songs about God.
| play them at home, too! Playing songs to God helps me feel closer to Him. “ See note below about “our youth”.

CES News

The CES has selected 2026 as the “Year of Our Youth—the Future of Our Churches”... Luke 18:15a But Jesus
called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,

ian Ch h, North H J
ram.

Our pring e e held a istig ) intingd day &

May 3, 2026, at 3:00 PM. We will feature some of our area Youth, participating in the prog We all need to
encourage our young people to be active in their love for our Lord and to participate in church activities that will
strengthen their Christianity. People of all ages are invited. Your attendance and encouragement will be helpful and
appreciated. Please mark your calendar for Sunday, May 3,2026 for this special event. Additional details will be

available in the CES Messenger, Spring edition.

1§ Hi- 2 V)

The CES is pleased to announce the addition of three new CES Board of Directors members:

Mary C. Bell of Homeville Christian Church, Ed Provident, Sr. of Hazelwood Christian Church, and John Wolfgang of
Penn Twp. Christian Church. These three people have been involved with the CES for many years and the Board
officially voted them onto the CES Board at our annual CES business meeting in September 2025. They will serve as
a volunteer Board member for an unlimited time. We thank them for their willingness to serve our Lord in this way.

The CES appreciates all the individuals and churches who financially support the CES throughout the year. Their
financial support keeps the CES functioning. Your December donations should be received by the CES office by
December 31,2025 according to the IRS for posting on their 2025 statement. The 2025 donation statements will be
mailed by the CES in early January 2026.
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Devotion by Gwen Wolf ¢ Penn Twe. Christian Churct

What have you searched for today - your keys, your glasses, your shoes? Have you ever started searching
and suddently realize that you have forgotten what you were searching for? If you haven’t, wait a few years
and you will know what | am talking about!

We are a searching people. In addition to looking for lost items, we also search for good prices or for the
right words to say to encourage someone. People have been searching for things since Creation. When
Adam and Eve chose to disobey God’s single command, “You must not eat from the tree in the middle of
the garden!”, they searched for a place to hide from Him when He came to meet them for their evening
time together. Seeking to spend time with Jesus or searching to find a way to bless someone’s life are good
searches. There are both Old and New Testament scriptures that encourage us to search for the Lord and
the blessings He has waiting for all those who seek Him, find Him, and glorify and thank Him.

“| love those who love me, and those who seek me find me.” Proverbs 8:17 God loves it when you put aside
the busyness of your life to find some quiet time with Him. He loves it when you come to Him in prayer to
share the concerns of your day and to ask Him for the strength to make it through tomorrow. When you
seek Him, He is always glad and He can’t wait until you arrive in His presence.

He is especially happy when it is your purpose to find Him just to spend some heartfelt, quality time in His
presence! “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.” Jeremiah 29:1

It takes faith to search for the Lord and His plans for your life unless you truly believe that He is able to
change your life and meet your needs. You aren’t searching for a God who doesn'’t care if you find Him or
not. We must all be searching with confidence that God is Who we need to hear our concerns and to bless
our lives with His Divine Love and Wisdom.

“And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” Hebrews 11:6  Searching for lost items can
be frustrating. But searching for the Lord is a blessing. He is just as anxious to be with you as you are
anxious to find focus on Him and His love.

When you wake up tomorrow morning, before you search for your comb, your shoes, or your phone, ‘seek
Him first’.

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”
Matthew 6:33.

When you meet with Jesus, stop searching. Take time to enjoy talking with Him praising Him, and resting
in His loving presence. You won’t regret it!



